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Hiroyoshi Ohashi* & Yoichi Tateishi* : A new 
subspecies of Rhynchosia harae (Leguminosae) 
from Laos and Thailand** 

• ilGJM —** : Rhynchosia harae ©7^^ • & -Y jlf—■ 'MMfM** 

Having examined specimens of Himalayan Rhynchosia, we found a new 
species, R. harae, which is distributed in E. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Assam 
(Ohashi & Tateishi, 1977). As described in the previous paper this species 
is very distinct “ in having 1) large membranaceous leaflets with a very few 
glands, 2) densely flowered long racemes, 3) the standard bearing distinct 
purplish veins, 4) lateral calyx-lobes shorter than the upper and the lowest 
lobes, and 5) densely long-hairy legumes ” (Ohashi & Tateishi, 1. c. p. 223). 
Recently, while working on Leguminosae from Thailand and Indo-China, we 
found an unknown plant similar to this Himalayan Rhynchosia. The plant, 
which was collected in Laos and Thailand, is identical with R. harae in the 
five diagnostic characters mentioned above, but different from the latter in 
several characters, i. e. leaflets, bracts, fruit-bearing pedicels, calyx, vexillum, 
keel-petals and seeds. The vexillum of R. harae is curved dorsally near the 
base of lamina, while that of the Rhynchosia from Laos and Thailand is hard¬ 
ly curved (Fig. 1, fl), and the keel-petals of the former are more incurved 
than those of the latter (Fig. 1, k). Moreover, the calyx-tube of R. harae is 
about 4 mm broad, but that of the latter is narrower and 2. 5 mm broad (Fig. 
1, fl). Due to the difference in the shape of keel-petals and vexillum, the 
flowers of R. harae are more expanded dorsiventrally than those of the Rhyn¬ 
chosia from Laos and Thailand. Except for the shape of flower, differences 
between the two are summarized in the Table 1. Therefore, we regard this 
Rhynchosia as a subspecies of the Himalayan R. harae, and name it as subsp. 
ovalifoliolata. 

Rhynchosia harae Ohashi & Tateishi 

subsp. ovalifoliolata Ohashi & Tateishi, subsp. nov. (Fig. 1) 

* Botanical Gardens Koishikawa, Faculty of Science, University of Tokyo, Hakusan 3-7-1, 
Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 112. 
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x4, fl. Flower. x4, wk. Flower showing wing and keel-petal. x4, c. Calyx dissected showing 
inside. x4, st. Standard. x4, w. Wing. x4, k. Keel-petal. x4, a. Androecia. x4, a’. Anthers. 
x!6, g. Gynoecium with disk around base.x4. All from the holotype (TI). 


A typo differt foliolis ovato-cuspidatis, minoribus, terminalibus 9—15 non 
21—23cm longis, 6—10 nec 15—17cm latis, lateralibus 8—14 nec 18—20cm longis, 
4—7 nec 10—12 cm latis ; pedicellis ca. 0. 5 non 0. 2—0. 3 mm diametro et ca. 
8 nec 5—7 mm longis; bracteis majoribus (8—11.5 non 5—7 mm longis, 1.8— 
2.5 non 1—1. 5 mm latis) ; calycis lobis lateralibus anguste triangularibus et 
minoribus; vexillo obovato, carina minus incurvata; seminibus minoribus (ca. 
3 non 4 mm longis, ca. 4. 5 nec 5—6. 5 mm latis, ca. 2. 5 nec 3—4 mm crassis). 

Laos. Inter Huoi Hai et Nam Tao, 29 Nov. 1921. B. Hayata (TI-Holotype) ; 
inter Kene Tao et Don Men, 2 Dec. 1921. B. Hayata (TI). Thailand. Ban Kek 
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Table 1. Differences between the subspecies of Rhynchosia harae 



R. harae subsp. harae 

subsp. ovalifoliolata 

Leaflets 

broadly elliptic, acuminate at 
the apex ; terminal ones 21— 
23x15—17 cm in size, lateral 

ones 18—20 x 10—12 cm in size 

ovate, cuspidate at the apex; 
terminal ones 9—15 x 6—10 cm 

in size, lateral ones 8—14x4— 

7 cm in size 

Pedicel 

0. 2—0. 3 mm in diameter, 5— 

7 mm long 

ca. 0. 5 mm in diameter, ca. 8 
mm long 

Bract 

5—7 mm long, 1—1. 5 mm wide 

8—11.5 mm long, 1.8—2. 5 mm 
wide (Fig. 1, b) 

Calyx 

tube ca. 4 mm broad ; lateral 
lobes triangular, ca. 2 mm wide 

at the base 

tube ca. 2. 5 mm broad (Fig. 1, 
fl) ; lateral lobes narrowly tri¬ 
angular, ca. 1 mm wide at the 
base (Fig. 1, c) 

Standard 

broadly obovate, 16—18. 5 mm 
long, 11—13 mm broad 

obovate, 15—16 mm long, 9— 

11 mm broad (Fig. 1, st) 

Seed 

ca. 4x5—6.5x3—4mm 

ca. 3xca. 4. 5x2. 5 mm 


Yai, Lomsak, 20 Dec. 1966, Climbing on tree, pods green. Prayad 616 (BK). 
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